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ascertaining names of men in different towns and localities,
urging and inviting them to come forward, I laid the foun-
dation of what was and is known as the Democratic Party
of Connecticut. John M. Niles aided, and as he was the
elder man by some years, he was more openly recognized
as the leader. But Niles had not perseverance and was
often and easily discouraged. Circumstances favored, and
though abused, hated, insulted, and at first despised, the
organization thus commenced, after many trials and re-
verses, obtained an ascendancy in the State.

When this became established, the vicious, the corrupt,
the time-serving, and the unprincipled flocked to us. The
Seymours, the Ingersolls, the Phelpses, etc., became Demo-
crats. The organization was thorough, and the discipline
rigid and severe. Trimmers and mere office-hunters be-
came jealous and dissatisfied, made secret and sometimes
open war upon me, were whipped and returned. The drill
and discipline of twenty years made the organization com-
pact, and when the Democratic Party of the country in
1848 became unfaithful in a measure to their principles,
the discipline of party carried many into a false position. I
declined to follow the milliners, compromisers, and seces-
sionists, but the organization which I had instituted held
to party and became perverted. New men who "knew not
Joseph" controlled the organization. For a time they re-
tained the ascendancy, but ultimately they broke down,
and for ten or twelve years they have been in a minority.
Through the War the leaders have been almost all of them
hostile to the Administration and malignant against the
cause of the Union. Some, like English, have risen above
the trammels of party.

The ticket, with the exception of English, has not much
strength, and some bad men are on it. I -am apprehensive
that the Republicans will not be as judicious in their move-
ment, will not nominate a better man for Governor nor
give as hearty an indorsement to the President and his
policy.